
Alistair Cameron Crombie (1915-1996)
Materials from his Library:  Books, Addresses and Lectures, Journal Articles
and Contributions, Book Reviews, and Miscellanea, by and about A.C.
Crombie  - 58 entries, around 85 items

About Professor A.C. Crombie (1915-1996)
A.C. Crombie, one of the most influential historians of science of his generation, was born in
Brisbane, Australia, and studied and lived in Britain most of his adult life.  Crombie was
Professor of the History of Science at Oxford University, where most of this time he was 
associated with Trinity College.

Crombie's work and writing on the subject of the history and philosophy of science was 
generally from an inclusive and universal standpoint, rather than from a specialist viewpoint.  He 
was, however, a trained biologist, and held the view that a historian of science must have some
advanced training in a particular scientific discipline, and, "as a historian [of science] Crombie's
central interest was in the methods and styles of scientific thinking and reasoning and their 
development within the intellectual context of medieval and early modern Europe" (J.D. North)

His main book, which became a "classic" and was translated into 7 languages, as diverse as
Japanese and Polish, was entitled Augustine to Galileo: The History of Science, A.D. 400-1650 
(1st edition, London, 1952, expanded and modified in small but important ways in 1959).

This book was of exemplary high scholarship, while still a text-book, but its wide-spread use 
and respect stemmed from this. On the other hand, his second book, Robert Grosseteste and the

Origins of Experimental Science, 1100-1700 (Oxford, 1953), was a scholarly monograph.  His final work in book form, a three
volume, monumental work, was entitled  Styles of Scientific Thinking in the European Tradition: The History of Argument and
Explanation especially in the mathematical and biomedical sciences and arts (London, 1994, and not included in this collection).
This great work was the culmination of his life's work and thought.

Due to his world-wide reputation Crombie contributed numerous articles and notices to journals, and was invited to give papers 
at numerous conferences.  He was awarded the prestigious Galileo Prize by the Domus Galileana in Pisa in 1964, and also an 
honorary doctor of philosophy from the University of Paris X Nanterre, in 1993. 

About this Collection:
We feel fortunate to have been able to secure this group of unique materials from the remains of A.C. Crombie's library, and we
are pleased to offer it for sale and future repository in a research library.  The contents of the collection are almost entirely works
and pieces written by Crombie.  In the Books Section is included his early major work on the history of science in first and second
editions, and examples of translated editions into the 7 languages.  The example of the first edition here has marginal annotations
and amendments by Crombie as preparatory for the second edition.  Also, there are, in some cases, more than one copy, or set, of
the translations (nos. 4, 5, 7, 8, 12).  His second major book on Grosseteste is also represented.  And, then in items nos. 16-18,
are probably various extracts from the initial work on the history of science, Augustine to Galileo.

The subsequent sections on Addresses and Lectures, Journal Articles, etc., Book Reviews, etc., Editings, and a last section of
Miscellanea, include a representational notion of the work of this dedicated and influential scholar.  Note also that some of these
items are in other languages than English, which always come after the initial items in English.  Most of the items have the
inscription of Crombie's name - Herb Tandree.
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Where our Premises are located  

The book rooms are located in a converted woolmill on
the river Frome in the old mill town of Stroud,
Gloucestershire, in the southern Cotswolds.  Stroud is 
in a picturesque location at the meeting of five valleys,
and can easily be reached by road from the motorways,
M5 or M4, or by rail from London, the North, and the
Southwest of England.

WE SELL COLLECTIONS: 

Herb Tandree Philosophy Books specializes in subject/author collections, and has done so for many years. Our collections
are noteworthy, as they augment the bibliographical resources of research libraries with quality materials, and the 
condition of the items offered is generally very good.  All collections have detailed lists which will be sent upon request.
Some of the lists can be sent via e-mail attachment in MS Word format.
Further inquiries please contact Herb Tandree at herb@philosophy-books.co.uk or via telephone, fax, or by letter.

Collections currently available 2005

1. Moral Philosophy - 350 books

2. The Educational Principles of Rudolf Steiner Pedagogy - 100 books

3. Alistair Cameron Crombie, Materials from his library - 80 items

4. History of the Philosophy of Language - 200 books

5. Logic and the History of Logic - 150 books

6. Language Books, etc. - 41 Languages - from the Working Library of Michel Tondowski - 595 items

7. History and Philosophy of Science - 300 books

8. Philosophy of Religion  - 200 Books

9. Continental Philosophers and Philosophy - Recent Titles - 100 books

10. Philosophy of Law - 100 books

11. Philosophy of Mind, Psychology, Philosophical Psychology - 325 books

12. Philosophy of Religion and Theology, late Classical to Modern, books from the Working library of Prof. 
Emeritus David A. Pailin - 2100 items

Forthcoming Collections 

1. Bertrand Russell - Books By and About - ca. 350 items [ready 2006];  2. Rudolf Steiner and Anthroposophy - ca. 400
items [ready 2006];  3. Working Library of Dr. O.R. Jones, University of Wales, Aberystwyth - ca. 1200 items [ready late
2005];  4. Working Library of Dr. Gerd Buchdahl, University of Cambridge - ca. 1800 items [ready 2006]
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ABOUT THE FIRM OF HERB TANDREE PHILOSOPHY BOOKS

We are an academic  bookseller specializing in Western Philosophy and related subjects.
Currently the firm holds a stock in the history of philosophy of about 7200 titles; we 
produce printed catalogues, sell on the internet, and list the books on a joint website
with Rachel Lee Rare Books, 

www.philosophy-books.co.uk
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